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Before the Show eat and meet . .. 

POMFRIT 
R ES'ltA URANT 

29 BOND STREET - EALING - W.5 
( 5 m inutes f ror,1 th is Theatre) 

Telephone : EAL 3534 

ENGLISH AND CONTINENTAL FARE 

LUNCHEONS SERVED FROM I I .45 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

MORNING COFFEE - LUNCHES - TEAS - DINNERS 
PARTIES CATERED FOR 

OPEN I 0.00 a . m. to 8 p . m . 

IF YOU NEEOA 
TYPEWRITER! 

RING, CALL,OR WRITE FOR 
L IST OF MODELS & PRICES J,;, :J ;t • rn~ 

,TELEPHONE EAL:6995., 

T YPEWRITER COMPANY LTD 
80•82 UXBRIDGE Road,EALING, W.13, 

Pub lished by Stilwe i: Darby & Co. Ltd., Adve rt is1ng Cont racto rs,24 Old 13url ingt on St ., W .! 
(Te l. N o. 0 1- 73 4 8 67 I. 4 Jines ). Pri n t ed by H or sley Bros. (T.U .) . 6 46 Romtor d Roa d. E. 12 

The Questors Theatre 

I UNCLE VANYA 
bv 

Anton Chekhov 



Ealing Motor Co. Ltd. 
13 /14 THE MALL, 

EALING, W.5 

Try 
OSTERLEY TUTORS 

for G.C.E. coaching 

Enquiries: Vice-Principal , N. J. Bishop. 

50 Eversley Crescent, lsleworth 8216 

THE QUESTORS THEATRE 
MATTOCK LANE 
EALING W.5 

EALing 00 l l - Administrator 
EALing 51 84 - Box Office 

THE QUESTORS IS A CLUB THEATRE 
Only members may book tickets, and membersh ip 
Cards must be produced at the box-office. 

December 15th at 7.45 p.m . in the Bernard Shaw Room 
THE QUESTORS FILM SOCIETY presents 
THE GENERAL (Buster Keaton) 
Members Season Tickets. Guests 5 /-

December 31st to January 11th at 7.45 p.m . 
(excluding 2nd and 6th January) 

THE SHAUGHRAUN 
by Dion Boucicault. 
Members free seats are NOT available. 
Tickets 6/6 and 4/6 

January 19th at 7 .00 p.m. in the Shaw Room 
THE QUESTORS Fl LM SOCIETY presents 
INTOLERANCE 
(U.S.A. 1916) 
Members Season Tickets . Guests 5 /-

Box office open 
for advance booking 
during the interval 
of UNCLE VANYA 

January 25th, 26th , 28th , 29th , 31st, February 1st at 7.45 p.m. 

TANGO 
by Slawomir Mrozek 
Members free tickets available. Guests 7/6 and 5/-

February 1st at 11.00 a .m. in the theatre 

BRITISH DANCE-DRAMA THEATRE 
presents a programme for children in the 7-11 age group 
Tickets 4/- each 

For The Questors Theatre : 
Administrator . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cordon Caleb 
House Manager . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . Clifford Hampton 
Box Office Manager . . .. ... . .... .... . .. . .. ..... .... . . Joan Hockridge 
Stage Director . .. . ...... . ... . . .. .. . . .. .... ... ..... ... ...... Tony Shipley 



EALING'S RENOWNED STORE 
FOR COURTESY AND VALUE 
Over 50 departments at your service 

INCLUDING 

Fashions, Mil I inery, Lingerie, Corsets 

Young Londoner Fashions and Outsizes 

Hosiery, Cloves and Accessories 

Fashion Fabrics 

Baby and Children's Wear 

Furniture, Carpets, Household Linen 

Furnishing Fabrics and Curtains 

China, Class and Kitchen Ware 

Men's Wear 

THE BROADWAY, EALING, W.5. 
TELEPHONE EALING 3434 

OPEN UNTIL 5.30 p.m. FRIDAYS 7 p.m. 

THE QUESTORS THEATRE 

FIRST PERFORMANCE 

SATURDAY, 7th DECEMBER, 1968 

ANTON PAVLOVICH CHEKHOV was born in 1860 in Taganrog, the son of a 
smail shopke-eper and the grandson of a serf. At the age of 19 he went to 
Moscow University to study medicine and qual,ified as a doctor five years later. 

He had been writing for the cheapest kinds of humorous journa,1 in order 
to earn money to keep himself and the members of his family going, but by 
about 1885 he wao getting stori-es published in more serious magazines and 
when in l 888 he was awarded the Pushbn Prize of Literature for a vo:ume 
of his short stories, he had al-ready achiev,ed no ·little -fame. It was about 
that time that he wrote his fi ,rst fuil-,length play to be produced, IVANOV 
(the earlier PLATONOV was not produced until :ong after his death). There 
followed a number of what he liked to cal,I his "vaudevilles" one-act 
farces which were, and stiil are, enormously popular. 

THE WOOD DEMON, an earlier v,ers,ion of UNCLE VANYA, was written 
in 1889 and produced in Moscow, but it was a iilop. For the next few yea,rs 
Chekhov wrote very little for the theatre, but his next major play, THE 
SEAGULL, was to prove one of the great landmarks of the modern ~heatre, 
althougih it ail but disappearnd without trace. Its first production at St. 
Pet1ersburg in 1896 was almost jeered off the stage. By great good fortune 
Nemirovich-Danchenko who with Constantin Stanislavsky founded the Moscow 
Art Theatre, had been able to see the virtues of the i:,!ay despite the general 
chorus of condemnation and, with difficulty, persuaded Chekhov on the one 
hand to ai,low the Art Theatre to do it, and on the other hand Stanislavsky 
and his other coi·leagues to accept it. The result was a triumphant and extra­
ordinary success which made both Chekhov and the Moscow Art Theatre. 

The great s.ignificanc,e of the occasion was that Chekhov wa-s writing in 
an entirely fresh and original way, totally different f.rom the romantic and 
over theatrical style which was prevalent, and that the Moscow Art Theatre 
was search ing for a truth which exact:y matched the style of Chekhov's writing. 
So, by what seems like a miraculous coincidence, on i 7th: October 1898 there 
occurred a revolution in the theatre . 

Meanwhile UNCLE VANYA had been written and published and had been 
produced with s-ome measur,e of succ,ess by a ,number of provincial theat,res. 
After the success of THE SEAGULL the Moscow Art Theatre naturally asked 
Chekhov to be allowed to produce UNCLE VANYA . But Chekhov had already 
promised the play to the Maly Th,eatire. When, however, the Literary Committee 
of the Maly Theatre required, as a condition of production, that Chekhov 
re-write the third act, on the, grounds. that it was not correct for Vanya to 
shoot at a distinguished University professor, the play was withdrawn and 
given to the Art Th-ea tre. Here it was produced ,in 1899. It did not repeat 
the spectacular success of THE SEAGULL, but developed into a steady success 
in its second season and has been in the repertoire ever since. 

After UNCLE VANYA, Chekhov wrote two more great masterpieces, THREE 
SISTERS and THE CHERRY ORCHARD, both, like all his other work, shot 
with humour and gaiety and steeped in a love of life. Then at the age of 
44 he d1ied of a consumption which, as a doctor, he must have known to 
have been kil,ling him for many years. 



,. .. , lnaured Em ploJ•rs and Public Liabili ty Telephone: FREmantle 6191 

THE EMBASSY CLEANERS 
also 

OFFICE CLEANING SERVICE'S 
24a WESTGATE TERRACE : EARLS COURT : S.W.10 
Window Cleaninc : Lamp Cleaninc : Daily Otfica Cleaninc : Skyllcht Claaninc 

THE STACE 
THE STAGE and TELEV IS.ION TODAY 

Published join t ly eve ry T hursday l 0d. 

Two pape,rs in one fo r everyone interested in Theatre and TV 

FOR PERSONAL ATTENTION TO ALL YOUR 
INSURANCE and MORTGAGE REQUIREMENTS 

why not consult your loca l brokers 

GLADSTONE FORREST & CO. 
51 THE MALL, EALINC, W .5 

Telephone : 01 -579 1891 

ROOFINC SERVICE 
" Indisputably the Best" 

32 St. Mary's Road, Ealing, W.5 Telephone 579 1188 

} 

" It seems to me that beyond the namable, classifiable emotions 
and motives of our conscious life when directed towards action 
.... t here is a fringe of indefinite extent , of feeling which we 
can only detect , so to speak , out of the corner of the eye and can 
never completely focus ... " (T. S. Eliot) . 

" Chekhov .. . in itiates a new lite rature - the literature of 
duration as aga inst the literature of sequence , penetrating the 
t he heart of a s ingle momen t rather than merely linking a succes­
sion of moments. " (Willia m Gerhardi) . 

" Oh w hy di d I wr ite plays instead of stories:> I've wasted my 
t hemes, utterly wasted t hem , scanda lously and unproductive ly" 
(Chekhov in a letter after f inishing " Uncle Vanya" ). 

" I saw ' Uncle Vanya ' th e othe r day and cried li ke a peasant woma n 
... ca me home deafe ned and crushed by your play .. . t rembled 
w ith admi,ra t ion fo r you r g ifts " (Max im Gorky) . 

" Where is th e drama:> What does it cons ist of? The play just 
doesn ' t move anywhe re ." (Leo Tolstoy of 'Uncle Vanya '). 

EARLIER PRODUCTIONS OF CHEKHOV'S PLAYS BY THE 
QUESTORS 
Uncle Va nya ( 194 l ) ; The Cherry Orchard ( 1943 and 1965 ) ; Th e 
Seagull (1 94 7) ; Three Sisters (1 960 : Chekhov Centenary Produc­
t ion) ; On the Hi ghway (1956) ; The Bear (1 950 a nd 1965) ; The 
Proposa l (1940 and 1967) ; The Wedding (1 964) ; The Anniversary 
(1952). 

Sa ndwi ches a nd coffee a re available in the Berna rd Shaw Room 
before performa nces and refreshments w ill be served t here du ri ng 
t he inte rval. Sweets and chocolates wi ll be on sal e only in th e 
Be rnard Shaw Room . 

Members of t he audience are requested to refra in from smok ing 
in th e Aud itor ium. 

A di scuss ion is held af te r each production by Th e Ques tors, to 
w hi ch a ll members of the aud ience are cordially invited . T he 
discuss ion on UNC LE VANYA w ill be held on Monday, 16t h 
December a t 7 .45 p.m . in the Berna rd Shaw Room . 

For all your TR& VOL •• 
by Air,' .sea,-Road or Rall - ~ - - ·· ·~· -- -..~ ~ 

K. POOLB & SJtlITD LTD 
Officia l agents tor B.E. A., B.O.A.C. and all Air Lina. 
eriti,h Rai lways , Cuna rd, C. P.R., Coach Com114n,ea, etc. 

Phone EAL 58 SI 
33 BOND STREET, W .5 5857 and 7044 



UNCLE VANYA 
Scenes from Country Life 
by Anton Pavlovich Chekhov. Translated by Ronald Hingley 

Characters in order of appearance: 

Marina (an old nurse) .............................. MARY HODLIN 
Michail Astrov (a doctor) ........................ COLIN PRONGER 
Vanya Voynitsky ............ .... ........ KENNETH CONINGTON 
Alexander Serebryakov (a retired professor) ...... DAVID GOWER 
Yelena (his wife) JANE DEWEY 
Sonya (his daughter by his first wife) ... SUZANNE ROBINSON 
llya Telegin (an impoverished landowner) . ..... NED GETHINGS 
Marya Voynitsky (the widow of a Privy Councillor and mother 

of the professor's first wife and of Vanya) . . . JOAN ROBERTS 
A Labourer . . ... .................. . .. . ... ... ......... PHILIP IRVING 

The Action takes place on Serebryakov's estate. 

ACT 

ACT II 

ACT Ill 

ACT IV 

The garden. An afternoon in May. 

The dining room . A few weeks later. Night . 

INTERVAL OF 15 MINUTES 

The drawing room. Early September . 

Vanya's room . The same evening. 

Directed by ALFRED EMMET 
Assisted by DANNIELLE GRUNBERG and TONY WORTH 
Production Assistant MALCOLM i:11GNETT 
Designed by JOHN ROLFE 
Russian Adviser NI NA FROUD 

Golden 
Star 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

104 SOUTH EALING ROAD 
LONDON, W.5 

(Near South Ealing S tn.) 

Open Daily 12 noon to ll .30 p.m. 
(Including Sundays) 

Tel : EAL 9146 

GRANGEWOOD ORGAN CENTRE 
LOWREY - HAMMOND - BIRD 

also 

DRUMS & GUITARS 

36 Bond Street 
GEO 0236 

Ealing . W.5 
EAL 1255 

lr A\1~1~'3/•~i 
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OPP. EALING BROADWAY STATION 

OPEN EVERY NIGHT EXCEPT TUESDAY 

IN AIR CONDITIONED COMFORT 
STEREO SOUND SYSTEM 

LIVE D.j. 

SUBTERRANEAN ATMOSPHERE 

LICENSED BAR OPEN 7 p.m. 

A. J. M. MANSELL LTD. 
187 Uxbridge Road W.13 (Next to West Ealing Post Office) 

YOUR KODAK DEALER 
See us for all Kodak 'lnstamatic' Cameras-prices to suit every pocket 

P.S. Owr colour developing and printing service is fast and expert I 

Telephone : 01-567 0727 
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Stage Manager . .. . ...... ........ .. .. . . . . .... . ... ... .. JERE MY CLARE 
Deputy Stage Ma nager .. . . . . . . . .. . .. ... ... .. . . NEVILLE BRADBURY 
Wardrobe . .. . ..... . .. .. .. ... . .. . .. . ... . .... .. JACQUE LI NE LEARNER 
Assisted by ....... ... ... . . .... . . .. .. . ... . . . ... .. .. . . .... ANN FLACK 
Prope rties . . ... . . .. . . . . . .... . . . ... .. .... . . . . . . CHRISTINE CAMFIELD 
Assisted by . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . .. .. . .. JANE BRADBURY 
Counst ruction . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... . . . . . . .. .... . . . .. .. DOUGLAS BROWN 
Li ghting .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . . ..... BOB ANDERSON 
Assisted by ......... MAIRE STEADMAN and CAROL WISEMAN 
Sound .... . . . .... . ... . ....... . ... .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . DAVID ROWE 
Ass isted by .. . ... . . ..... . . .. .... . . . . .... . .. . . ... . . . . . DAVID TYSALL 
Assistants in all departments . .. . . .... . .. VICTOR IA SHACKELL, 

HUBERT BLACKMORE, JOHN CAVE, 
TONY RI CHARDS, 

DAVID BELLM , MARTIN McDONALD , 
HEATHER TOB IAS 

ART EXHIBITION IN THE BERNARD SHAW ROOM during the 
run of "Uncle Vanya." 

OSWELL BLAKESTON. One man shows a t t he Dr ia n Gall ery, the 
Grabowsk i Galle ry, etc ., and in group and mixed shows a t The 
Leicester Ga lle ries , The T rafford Gallery, Si gnals , etc . Many exhi­
bitions in the prov inces and abroad . He is a w riter as well as a 
pa inter , his latest publi cation being a su rreal ist thrille r " And 
Then The Screaming Sta rted" (Hu t chinson , 25s .) . 

HALIMA NALECZ. Stud ied art in W a rsaw a nd Pari s. Helped to 
fou nd the New Vis ion Art Centre in London a nd then the Drian 
Gal lery w hich she continues to direct. Both galleries are w ell 
know n through th e world for internat ional exhibitions of ava n t­
garde work . Her ow n paintings are in many important coll ections 
and have been represented in many exhibit ions, a nd he r last one­
man was at The Ewan Phillips Gallery. She has des igned decor 
fo r balle ts and opera and her pa intings were fea tured in the 
film " The Mill iona iress." 

NICHOLAS TIDNAM. A young ar t mas te r w ho stud ied at The 
Camberw ell School of Art . Has exhib it ed a t T he Mercury Ga lle ry , 
Row land , Browse & Delbanco and T he Foli o Soc iety. His painti ngs 
have been bought by many educa ti ona l comm ittees. 

MASON'S EMPLOYMENT AGENCY 
183A UXBRIDGE ROAD, EALING, W.13 

Telephone: EALing 6272/3 

We can o t ter a tine selec:t1on of good positions tor both male and temale sta ff 
,n a ll local areas. the City and West-End. Ca ll or te lephone. 

NO FEES TO STAFF 
rern porary S/Typists. Comptometer Operators and Copy Typist s req uired. 

TOP RATES PAID 

Hours : Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. : Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

......... 
ST OWELLS 

of~ 
WINE MERCHANTS 

Suppliers of Fine Wines to the Questors Theatre 
Branches throughout the area 

Head Office : 
BRITTEN STREET : CHELSEA : LONDON. S.W .3 

FLAxman 6411 (9 linn) 

35 
EAL 2343 

BOND STREET, EALING, W.5 
We special ise in popular Chinese foods to serve here or take home 

COMING SOON : 
An exfcnsion catering for parties and more c,, 1:l11sive dishes 

OPENING HOURS : 
Sunday-Friday : 12 noon to 11.30 p.m. 
Saturday : 12 noon to 12 midnigh t 


